Introduction to the 33rd international conference on logic programming special issue RICARDO Three kinds of submissions were accepted:
• Technical papers, for technically sound, innovative ideas that can advance the state of logic programming. • Application papers, that impact interesting application domains;
• System and tool papers, which emphasize novelty, practicality. usability, and availability of the systems and tools described.
Preface
This year, ICLP adopted the hybrid publication model used in all recent editions of the conference, with journal papers and Technical Communications (TCs), following a decision made in 2010 by the Association for Logic Programming. Papers of the highest quality were selected to be published as rapid publications in this special issue of TPLP. The TCs comprise papers which the Program Committee (PC) judged of good quality but not yet of the standard required to be accepted and published in TPLP as well as dissertation project descriptions stemming from the Doctoral Program (DP) held with ICLP.
We received 72 submissions of abstracts, of which 55 resulted in full submissions. The Program Chairs, acting as guest editors of the special issue, organized the refereeing process, which was undertaken by the PC with the support of external reviewers. Each paper was reviewed by at least three referees who provided detailed written evaluations. This enabled a list of papers to be short-listed as candidates for rapid communication. The authors of these papers revised their submissions in light of the reviewers' suggestions, and all these papers were subject to a second round of reviewing. Of these candidates papers, 21 were accepted as rapid communications, to appear in the special issue. In addition, the PC recommended 13 papers to be accepted as TCs, of which 11 were also presented at the conference (2 were withdraw). These TCs, together with the presentations from the Doctoral Consortium, were published by Dagstuhl Publishing in Volume 58 of their OpenAccess Series in Informatics (OASIcs), available at http://www.dagstuhl.de/oasics. The 21 rapid communications that appear in this special issue are listed below, in alphabetical order of the first author:
• María Alpuente, Angel Cuenca-Ortega, Santiago Escobar and Julia Sapiña.
Inspecting Maude Variants with GLINTS (Tool paper After consultation with the PC, the paper "The Intricacies of 3-Valued Extensional Semantics for Higher-Order Logic Programs" was awarded the best paper prize, and the paper "Finite model reasoning over existential rules" was awarded the best student paper prize. The best papers were selected by the PC from those submissions with the joint highest aggregate score, as assigned by the reviewers. Each member of the PC was awarded 4 marks that they could divide between these candidate papers. The best student paper was selected likewise.
In addition to the presentations of accepted papers, the technical program of ICLP 2017 included five invited talks:
• Agostino Dovier (University of Udine, Italy). The Test-of-Time papers were ranked by using citations as a proxy for impact. The web portals Scopus, Web of Science, Semantic Scholar and Google Scholar were used for collecting citations; care was taken to remove self-citations and check for citations that were split between a conference paper and a follow-up journal paper. The conference technical program was augmented by the already traditional Doctoral Program, organized by Neda Saeedloei and Christopher Mears, and by several pre-conference workshops.
